intimate teaching of a Spiritual Father to his stumbling
child. What patience  and  what  love  are  revealed!
4May God help me to become worthy of that love, is
my continual prayer.
The last twentytwo years of Bapu's life are reflec-
ted in these letters. Not the grand and dramatic
outer life seen by all, but the inner personal life which
ran its balanced, even course of spiritual search,
undeterred by all the turmoils of the outer world. I
have purposely not omitted many apparently simple
matters, and even repetitions, because of the light
that they throw on Bapu's character; the importance
he attached to the so-called little things in life, and
the tenacity and energy with which he pursued, what
would be called by lesser people, small matters. There
was nothing too small for Bapu's meticulous attention,
and no one too lowly for his loving care. At the same
time his relentless search for Truth made any waste
of time or sentimental weakness impossible.
These letters are a selection of 386 out of 650
which I collected and treasured year by year. In the
days of arrests and imprisonments, with their accom-
panying searches and destruction of papers, my only
anxiety was for Bapu's letters. Whenever I saw the
likelihood of arrest approaching, I would leave them
with some ' unsuspected' friend, or in some institute
where no searches would be likely to be made.
Then, for the last three years, I have kept them with
me in a little tin trunk. Mercifully they have survived
all vicissitudes and now, when they are at last
published, I shall feel an immense sense of relief. The
treasure of spiritual thought and guidance which they
contain, though addressed only to one, must be
available to all.